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REV. xiv. 13. 


And J heard a Voice from Heaven, 
ſaying unto me, write, bleſſed are 
the Dead which die in the Lord, 
from henceforth; yea ſaith the 

Spirit, that they may ref from 

their Labors, and their Works do 

follow them. 


P ON this melancholy Occaſion, 
when we ſhall find it neceſſary 
to ſummon all the ſupports of 
Chriſtianity to our Aſſiſtance, 
inſtead of aggravating our Diſtreſs, by re- 
preſenting the loſs which we, as a private 
Society, and, indeed, the whole Church of 
Chriſt, have ſuſtained in the removal of 
one of its brigheſt Ornaments, I am natu- 
rally led from my text to draw a veil over 
the gloomy ſcene, and to conſider his re- 


moval from us as the Commencement of 


his exalted Bliſs. -Were I equal to 
the Taſk of doing juſtice to his lovely Cha- 


racter, 
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[6] 

racter, and of exhibiting to View the many 
great and amiable Accompliſhments with 
which it was diſtinguiſhed, and were ] 
under no reſtraint by the modeſt Injunction 
of the deceaſed from paying this Tribute 
to his Memory, how diſtreſſing would be 
the Thought, to conſider that ſo much 
Learning, fuch eminent Capacities of uſe- 
fulneſs, ſuch an enlightned Zeal, tempered 
with ſo pure a Flame of Charity; in a 
word, ſuch Candor in thinking, and ſuch 
Prudence in conduct, are, now, to us no 
more. In him we have loſt thoſe excel- 
lent Qualifications, which ennoble Human 
Nature, and were an Ornament to his Pro- 
feſſion; the learned Scholar, the accom- 
pliched Gentleman, the eloquent Divine, 
and what thoſe, who knew him beſt, will 
be the firſt to acknowledge, the agreeable 
Companion, and the faithful and moſt af- 
fectionate Friend. But here my Text 
comes in to our Aſſiſtance, teaching us to 
regard thoſe amiable Qualities, the loſs of 
which, we fo juſtly lament, as the ſources, 
of ſo many bleflings to himlelf; that they 
follow, or as the word may be tranſlated, 
accompany him into the other World, and 
brighten the Splendor of his immortal 
5 Crown. 
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5 71 
Crown. And ] heard a Voice from Heaven, 


ſaying unto me, write, bleſſed are the Dead, 


who die in the Lord, from henceforth ; yea, 


ſaith the Spirit, that they may reft from their 


Labors, and their Works do follow them. 

This Declaration is introduced with the 
greateſt Solemnity, and in ſuch a manner, 
as to engage the moſt ſerious attention of 
the Reader. And I heard a Voice from 
Heaven, ſaying unto me, write. It ſtrikes 


the Mind at once, that there muſt be vaſt 


Importance in what the celeſtial Voice is 
to pronounce. And what can be of 
greater Moment, than to have the final 
iſſue of a religious Life ſo clearly aſcertain'd ? 


by which all doubt concerning the reality 


of a future ſtate is happily removed; and 
not only ſo, but the moſt pleaſing aſſuran- 
ces given us, that it will be a ſtate of 
eternal Reſt and Joy to all the faithful Ser- 
vants of God, 70 all that die in the Lord. 
This expreſſion may in a particular man- 
ner refer to thoſe, who in the firſt Ages, 
ſuffered for the cauſe of Religion, and the 
Teſtimony of Teſus, and who ſealed the 
Truth with their Blood. But All, may 
likewiſe be ſaid to die in the Lord, who 


lincerely go through all the Labors and 
Services 
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Services of a religious courſe; who bear 
all the Trials of their Virtue and Integrity 
with firmneſs and conſtancy, and by a 
patient continuance in doing well, and 
ſuffering evil, perſevere unto the end of 
Life. I propoſe therefore in diſcourſing 
farther from theſe words, 

, More particularly to conſider, what 
we are to underſtand by dying in the Lord, 
and who are entitled to that Character. 
And, 

2dly, To repreſent the bleſſedneſs of 
their future condition; they reft from their 
Labors, and their Works do follow them. 

1/4. I am to conſider what we are to 


underſtand by dying in the Lord, and who ö 


may be ſaid to be entitled to that Character. 
This is an enquiry, in which we are near- 
ly intereſted; for, ſurely, if it be of any 
importance to know, that all our labors 
ſhall end in death, and that every affliction 
of this mortal life ſhall in the future ſtate 
be ſucceeded by the moſt perfect Felicity 
and Reſt, it muſt be of equal importance 
to know how, or upon what conditions, 
this may be obtained : if ever the diſtant 


proſpect of that happy and glorious ſtate be 


pleaſing and ſatisfactory to our Minds, it 
muſt 
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[9] 


muſt be infinitely more ſo to be affured, 
that we are poſſeſſed of that Temper, and 
thoſe Diſpoſitions which are neceſſary to its 
Attainment. 


Now that this Reſt will not be the Lot | 


of all, is evident from the Nature of Things, 
becauſe the Wicked want that Temper and 
thoſe Diſpoſitions which are eſſentially ne- 
ceſſary to the Enjoyment of it; they have 
no Reliſh for the Pleaſures of Devotion, no 
Taſte for the ſublime Purſuits of religious 
Knowledge, and therefore an Admiſſion in- 
to this State of Happineſs and Reſt, is with 
great Propriety promiſed only to thoſe who 
die in the Lord. 

Who then are thoſe happy Perſons who 
may be ſaid to die in the Lord? Are all 
promiſcuouſly who believe in Jeu, or 
who, under the Diſpenſation of the Goſpel, 
have made an external Profeſſion of their 
Faith in him, —are all ſuch to be included 
under that amiable Character? Our Saviour 


hath particularly expoſed the Vanity and 


Preſumption of ſuch a Plea: Not every one 
that ſaith unto me, Lord, Lord, ſhall enter 
into the Kingdom of Heaven, but be that doeth 
the Wi Il of my Father, who 7s in Heaven *. 


* Matt. vii. 21: 


B And, 


[ 70 ] 
And, certainly, if the Belief of Chriſtianity 
itlelf, when defective in Point of Practice, 
will not entitle us to that Character, the 
Belief of no particular Branches of it, 
under the ſame moral Indiſpoſitions, can 
have that Effect. Nay, we are aſſured in 
the ſacred Scriptures, that, if we have 
miſimproved thoſe external Advantages, 
which we enjoy as Chriſtians, inſtead of 
their being Inſtruments of our future Hap- 
pineſs, they will prove the greateſt Ag. 
gravations of our Guilt and Puniſhment. 
By thoſe then who die in the Lord, are 
meant ſuch, and ſuch only, however ex- 
ternally diſtinguiſhed, who have improved 
their chriſtian Privileges to the important 
Purpoſes of an holy Life ; who to their Be- 


lief in Chriſt, have joined a practical Imi- 


tation of him ; or who, under the Diſpen- 
ſation of the Goſpel, have been careful to 
adorn their holy Profeſſion by a ſuitable 
Conduct and Behaviour. —And oh!] how 
high doth our excellent Friend- appear to 
ſtand amongſt the moſt Illuſtrious of this 
Character ? How animated was his Devo- 
tion? How active his Zeal ! How ſincere 
his Faith! Adorned with every Virtue of 
Humanity, and influencing every Action of 

Ars his 


WES 
his Life? How great then muſt be his Re- 
ward ! But I forbear to enlarge upon this 
Head, leſt I be thought to violate thoſe 
Laws of Silence, which he hath impoſed. 
I would only therefore obſerve, that as his 
great Modeſty would not allow of any En- 
comiums to be made upon his Character, 
ſo 1 hope his Virtues will always ſtand too 
high in your Eſteem, to render any At- 
tempt of that Kind neceſſary to be made. 
And now having ſhewn what we are 
to underſtand by dying in the Lord, I pro- 
ceed to the ſecond Thing I propoſed ; vis. 
to repreſent the Bleſſedneſs of thoſe who 
have made this happy Departure, leaving 
vou to make the Application to our late ex- 
cellent Friend as I go along. And here 


my Text informs us, that they % from 


their Labors, and that their Works do 4291 
them. 

With regard to the firſt of theſe, 10004 
obſerve, that by this Reft, an abſolute Ceſ- 


ſation of all kinds of Exercife, a Reſt mere- 


ly of Indolence and Sloth, is not intend- 
ed; for the Happineſs of a rational Being 
neceflarily conſiſts in Action, the principal 


Ingredients which compoſe it, are the 


Pleaſures of Intelligence ; the Pleaſures of 
9-2 Holi 


(12 ] 

Holineſs ; the Pleaſures of Friendſhip and 
Charity ; and the yet more exalted ones of 
divine Love and Gratitude: All active Virtues 
in themſelves, and which it is probable, 
from their inſeperable Connexion with the 
Happineſs of the preſent Life, will conſti- 
tute the ſupreme Felicity of the future 
State. | 

But then it is a Reſt from all that is pain- 
ful and uneaſy in them ; aReſt from Trou- 
ble, from Perſecution and Diſtreſs, from 
all the anxious Cares of Life, the Oppoſition 
of Enemies, the Slights of Friends, the Diſ- 


eaſes of the Body; in a Word, from every 


Thing, which hath a Tendency to diſturb 
the Peace and Happineſs of our Minds : All 
theſe ſhall periſh with the preſent Scene : 
For, in the future World, they have no 
Admittance, Our Happineſs, it is proba- 
ble, will even then, as now, confiſt in 
Action; but then theſe Actions, it is no leſs 
probable, will be diveſted of every, even 
the leaſt Mixture and Degree of Pain; 
this arifing not ſo much from the Nature 
of the Thing itſelf, as from the preſent 


Conſtitution and Circumſtances of ou Be- 


_ ings; 


This, 


[ 13] 

This, in general, may ſuffice to give us 
a clear and ſatisfactory Idea of that Reft, 
which 1s reſerved for thoſe, who die in the 
Lord. But as there are ſeveral other things 
included under it, which have not been at 
all, or but ſlightly mentioned, I propoſe, 
before I proceed any farther, to point out 
a few of thoſe amiable Properties of it, 
which conſtitute its ſupreme Excellence and 
Worth. 

And the firſt Thing which I would men- 
tion, is this, that, in the future World, 
the Saints ſhall enjoy a perfect Reſt from all 
the Difficulties attending the Purſuit of 
Knowledge; I ſay, from all the Difficulties 
which attend it, but not from the Purſuit 
or Acquiſition of the Thing itſelf : For, 
with whatever unfavourable Impreſſions 
theſe may inſpire us againſt it under the 
preſent low and diſadvantageous Circum- 
ſtances of our Beings ; yet, ſtill, its great 
Importance may be eaſily eſtimated, from 
that ſtrong, inſatiable Deſire after it, which 
is implanted in our Natures, and from its 
inſeperable Connexion with the true Dig- 
nity and Happineſs of our Beings. Hear 
what Solomon obſerves, Wiſdom is the prin- 


cipal Thing, therefore get Wiſdom, and with 


all 


th 


(14 ] 

all thy getting, get Underſtanding ; exalt hey, 
and ſhe ſhall promote thee, ſhe ſhall bring thee 
to Honour when thou dſt embrace her; ſhe 
ſhall give to thine Head an Ornament of Gees, 
a Crown of Glry ſhall ſhe deliver to thee x. 

And yet, with all theſe exalted Sentiments 
of its Importance and Value, he is obliged 
in another Place to confeſs, that much Study 
zs a Wearineſs to the Fleſh; and he that in- 
creaſeth Knowledge, mcreaſeth Sorrow Þ. } 
But, in the future World, all theſe Diffi- | 
culties ſhall be removed; there the Soul | 
ſhall enjoy a perfe& Freedom from all thoſe 
external Embarraſſments and Interruptions, 
which are inſeperable from the preſent | 
Life : all its Capacities of Intelligence ſhall 
be enlarged; whilſt from its Converſe with 
Angels, and immortal Spirits, it ſhall enjoy 
all that Satisfaction in its Enquiries, which 
in vain it ſought for here. There, all its 
Perceptions ſhall be bright and clear, free 
from all Obſcurity and Confuſion, from 
every anxious Doubt, or uneaſy Suſpicion, 
whilſt, it is probable, that our preſent Me- 
thods of inveſtigating Truth, by the ſlow 
and tedious Deductions of Rein, will be 


* Prov. iv, 7» 8, 9. + Eccl, xii. 12. i. 18. 


exchanged 


[ 185] 


exchanged for thoſe of Intuition, which 


in a Moment will unfold it to our View : 
In a Word, there our Knowledge will be 
equally improved in point of its Objects, as 
in the- manner by which it is acquired ; 
for there we ſhall ſee God, not faintly, as 
now, by Reflection from his Works; but 


Face to Face, free from all Diſguiſes, and 


in all the Glory and Perfection of his Be- 
ing; for there, we ſhall know, even as alſo 
we are known . 

With theſe Improvements in its Capa- 
cities, with this Perfection and Eaſe in the 
manner of its Operations, how great muſt 
be the Exaltation and Happineſs of that 
Being, who is thus unweariedly engaged 
in the Purſuit of Truth! Let us dwell, for a 
Moment. only, upon the Thought ; how 
great, I ſay, muſt be the Exaltation and 
Happineſs of that Being, who, with per- 
fected Faculties, and without any Interrup- 
tion, is perpetually employed in the Pur- 
ſuit of Truth, and that not only for a few 
Weeks, or Months, or Years, but for ever ! 
On this Suppoſition it is by no Means im- 


probable, that even the higheſt Station, 


* x Cor. Xiii. 12. 


which 
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116 

which is now filled by the moſt exalted 
Angel, will be vaſtly ſhort of his Elevation 
in the Scale of Being ; there being no 
Bounds to Infinity, and nothing to prevent 
his progreſſive Advancement in Knowledge 
and Happineſs for ever. What a delight- 
ful Thought! How oy of Pleaſure and 
Satisfaction! 


But farther, another, and indeed a very | 
important Property of this Ref, is its Free- 


dom from all the Difficulties of Virtue and 
Religion. To enumerate particularly all 


theſe would be tedious and unneceſſary; 1 
ſhall content myſelf therefore with obſerv- 
ing in general, that what with the Attrace } 
tions of external 'Things, the Sollicitations | 


of the Body, the Influence and Power of 
corrupt Examples, and that inward Reluc- 
tance which we often feel to ſome particu- 
lar Parts of Duty, it is difficult, extremely 
difficult, to ſupport our Integrity, and to 
eſcape the Corruptions which are in the 
World ; hence even our chriſtian Race is 
frequently compared to a Warfare, in 
which we are to encounter with a Variety 
of Oppoſition, and with a great many Dif- 
ficulties, that we may approve our Fide- 


lity, 


[ 7 ] 
lity, and like our glorious Maſter, might 
become perfect through Sufferings. 


But in Heaven, the habitation and abode 


of Angels, nothing that defileth ſhall ever 
enter; there we ſhall reſt, for ever reſt 
from all the ſinful Vanities of Life, no un- 
eaſy Paſſions ſhall be ſuffered to diſturb, 
nor any external Sollicitations to divide 
the pure and holy Affections of the Soul. 
Our great, and only Ambition, will then be, 
to be good, and to excel each other in 
the ſuperior Holineſs and Purity of our 
Lives; for there our Perceptions of the 
divine Excellencies will be ſo bright and 
clear, as that it will be utterly impoſſible 
not tolove him, and loving, not to reve- 
rence and 'obey him. Our Duty there 
will be our only Happineſs, whilſt the 
grateful Contemplation of his Works, the 
moſt exalted Enquiries after Truth, and 
our own Improvement in every worthy 
and generous Affection, will be our con- 


ſtant and delightful Employment throngh- 
out Eternity. 


Again, the Rel, which is reſerved for 


thoſe who die in the Lord, is a Reſt from 


Calumny and Slander ; which is another 


1 * of it. This is the 


Source 
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Source of infinite Diſorder in the pre- 
ſent Life; it not only deſtroys our Repu- 
tation, but prevents our Uſefulneſs, whilſt 
it begets in the Minds of Men, a mutual 
Diſtruſt and Jealouſy of each other: Dif- 
tractions in Families, diſunion in Society, 
and that utter Alienation of Affection, 
which is the Bane of Friendſhip, are but 


à few only of thoſe complicated Evils 


which attend it. And yet great, as thele 
Evils may appear, or when minutely con- 
fidered, however deſtructive of our com- 
mon Happineſs, yet ſuch is the general 
Propenſity of Mankind to cenfure and de- 
fame each other, that even the beſt of 
Men have been Unable db ofeape the Effect 
of it. Thus Was our Lord himſelf, thus 
were his worthy Apoſtles treated; and 


thus every one muſt expect to be tremed, 


who has the Refolution to oppole the Tor. 
rent of prevailing Impiety, or who 'daves 
in a World {6 full of tokEGneſh to be 
Tngularly good: For as var bleſſed Saviour 
hath obſerved, F they have called tbr Mu- 
fer is the H 195 Brrlxebuab, Bodo much, more 
1 10 call they: of bis * .. 


* Matt. %, . 
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But bleſſed are 5 Dead who die in the 
Lord, for at Death they ſhall Reſt from all 
theſe Evils ; this will open to their View 
another Life, quite new and beautiful ; will 
tranſport them. to another world, all whoſe 
Inhabitants are of one Mind, of one Senti- 
ment and Affection; will introduce them 
to the moſt perfect Society of Beings, and 
confirm them beyond even a Poſſibility of 
the leaſt Interruption, in the Poſſeſſion of all 
the ſacred Pleaſures of. the moſt intimate 
Union. - Apgels will ſeek their Friendſhip, 
and glorious Spirits careſs them there. 

Once more, thoſe who die in the Lord, 
ſhall Reft from all the other Afflictions and 


Diſtreſſes to which they are incident in this 


Life; the great Importance, of which, in the 
Compoſition of their future Happineſs will 
appear in the cleareſt Light, if it be ſet in 
Centraſt with the various Diftreſſes of the 
prefent Life, or if a few only of thoſe Evils 
are conſidered, from which they ſhall then 


be delivered. 


And here, were I anks to confine my- 
ſelf to the ſingle Conſideration of the Body, 
its feeble Frame and Compoſition, the Diſ- 
orders to which it is ſubje&, their Variety, 
and yet in every View, how painful and 

C 2 diſtreſſing, 


„ 8 
diſtreſſing, even this alone, would lead me 
beyond the Limits uſually preſcribed to a 
ſingle Diſcourſe. I would only therefore 
obſerve in general, that what with the In- 
fluence of this upon the Mind, the Croſſes 
and Diſappointments of external Things, 
the Sorrows arifing from our Connexions 
with others, and the Inſtability of all our 
Enjoyments, our Situation here, with reſpe& 
to Happineſs, is always imperfect, and often 
afflictive and diſtreſſing. 

But bleſſed are the Dead who die in the 
Lord, for at Death they ſhall be entirely 
delivered from all theſe Sources of Trouble. 
When this earthly Houſe of their Tabernacle 
ſhall be deſtroyed, they ſball have a Building 
of God, an Houſe not made with Hands, eter- 


nal in the Heavens *. Then they ſhall hun- 


ger no more, neither thirſl any more, neither 
ſhall the Sun light upon them, nor any Heat; 
for the Lamb which is in the midſt of the 
Throne fhall. feed them, and fhall lead them 
unto living Fountains of Waters, and God 


ſhall wipe away all Tears from their Eyes, 


and there ſhall be no more Death, neither 
Sorrow, nor crying, for the former Things 
ſhall be paſſed away +. Their Bodies then 


* 2 Cor. v. 1. + Rev. vii. 16, 17. And again, xxi. 4. 


diveſted 


[21] 
diveſted of all their Weakneſſes ſhall be no 
longer an Incumbrance to the nobler Ope- 
rations of their Minds ; no longer thoſe 
ſickly, groſs, and periſhable Machines they 
are at preſent, but active as the Light, free, 
beautiful, and laſting as their Souls. Their 
Connexions then with others, tho' greatly 
enlarged, ſhall be embittered with none 
of thoſe diſpleaſing Circumſtances, which 
uſually attend them here ; for there their 
Friendſhips, being founded upon the no- 
bleſt Principles of Reaſon, ſhall endure for 
ever; and having no remaining Affections 
but ſuch as are founded in Virtue, whilſt 
they ſee and know that all ſuch are happy 
in proportion to their Capacities ; they ſhall 
feel no Uneaſineſs upon the Account of 


others, however nearly they were formerly 


related by the dear Ties of Nature and of 
Blood. In a Word, there all their Enjoy- 


ments being ſuited to their Natures, their 


Happineſs ſhall be compleat, great as heir 
t and laſting as Eternity. 
Give me leave to mention one other 
Property of this Reſt, and that is, that it 
will be ſtrictly eternal, What indeed is 
imported in Eternity, we cannot fully un- 
derſtand ; the Subject is much too grand, 
| | | too 


os. 
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[ 22] 
too magnificent and extenſive for our im- 
perfect limited Capacities to comprehend; 
when we endeavour to form any juſt Con- 
ception of it, we are ſoon loſt in Wonder 
and Amazement. But then thus much 
we know, that even the longeſt Duration » 
of which we can form any Idea, bears no 
Proportion to it; and that when Miriads 
of Ages are paſt and gone, our Happineſs 
will be as far from knowing a Period as at 
the Beginning; and in knowing this, we 
know every Thing which is neceſſary to 
our preſent Condition, neceſſary to inſpire 
us with a ſupreme Love of God and Holi- 
neſs, and neceſſary to remove and filence 
every Fear: For what can more eff ectually 
reconcile us to the Sufferings which we 
now endure, than the Aſſurance, that all 
theſe ſhall end in Death; that in the fu- 
ture World they ſhall have no Admiſſion ? 
Or when we are aſſured, that our: ſhort- 
lived temporary Virtues, under the Influ- 
ence and Direction of infinite Wiſdom, 
ſhall be crown'd with immortal Happineſs, 
muſt we not neceſſarily entertain the moſt 
elevated Opinion of the inexhauſtible Mu- 
nificence and Bounty of the great Creator ? 


In a Word, this Property of our future 
Reſt, 


[23] 

Reſt, is alone ſufficient to ſupport us under 
all the Preſſures of the preſent Life, and 
to arm us with Reſolution * to its 
heavieſt Trials, 3 2 

I come now, in the ſecond Place, to 
conſider that other Part of their Bleſſed- 
neſs which is mentioned in my Text ; they 
not only reſt from their Labors, but their 
Works do follow them. The former of 
theſe, wrz. Reſt from Labor, you have 
ſeen every one ſhall enjoy, even the loweſt 
Saint who ſhall have the honor of being 

admitted into the bleſſed World of Spirits 
to the Preſence of God and the Lamb: 

But the poſitive Rewards of the Virtuous 
in the future State, ſhall be proportioned 
to the es of their Improvement in 
this, If they have ſown bountifully, they 
fhell reap alſo bountifully. If with greater 
Zeal they have applied themſelves to the 
Study of the divine Perfections and Works, 

they ſhall then be admitted to a more in- 
timate Knowledge and Communion with 
; and, if, having, well improved their 
3 Advantages to the important Pur- 
poſes ef an holy. Life, they have been 
careful to adorn their Natures with every 


uſeful Accompliſhment, they ſhall then 
SN alſo 
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[244] 


alſo be proportionably more happy in their 
own Reflections. Not one good Action 


they perform, not a fincere Attempt to 
promote the Honor of God, or the Good 
of Men ſhall any ways loſe its Reward. 
But the ſame Diſpoſitions and Affections, 


the ſame Habits and Deſires, which they 


contracted in this Life, ſhall attend them 
into the other World, where God who 
loveth Goodneſs, will reward every In- 
ſtance of Improvement in it, with propor- 
tionably higher Expreſſions of his F. ot 
throughout eternal Ages. 

This is a Doctrine very clearly tab 
in Scripture. Our Saviour evidently di- 


ſtinguiſhes between the Reward of a Pro- 


phet, and that of a merely righteous Man *. 
And St. Paul in the 15th Chapter of his 
firſt Epiſtle to the Corinthians, afſures us, 
that the Saints, at the Reſurrection, ſhall 


be advanced to as many different Degrees 
of Perfection and Happineſs, as there are 


Stars in the Firmament of Heaven, which 
differ from each other in Glory ; his Words 
are theſe, There is one Glory of the Sun, 
another Glory of the Moon, and another Glory 


of the Stars, for one Star di 4 Nun 


* Matt. x. 41, 
another 
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another Star in Glory; ſo alſo is the Reſuuræ 
reftion of the Dead. What a delightful 
thought! and what an admirable Ten- 
dency hath it to reconcile us to the preſent 
afflictive Providence. We have loſt a dear 
and excellent Paſtor, a Parent, and a 
Friend. But conſider Chriſtians, that dur 
Loſs is his Gain; that he is gone to re- 
ceive the glorious Reward of his Labors, 
and that whilſt we juſtly lament his Death 
upon our own Accounts, let us at the 
fame Time comfort one another with this 
Thought, that he is entered into his eter- 
nal Reſt, above the want of Pity, beyond 
the Reach of Pain. Recollect then with 
Pleaſure his Labors of Love, and his faith- 
ful Services amongſt you for near forty: 
Years; Ye are his Witneſſes, and God alſo, 
how holily, and juſtly and unblameably he be- 
haved himſelf, ye know how he exhorted ; and 
comforted, and charged every one of you (as 
e Father doth his Children) that ye would 
walk worthy of Gad, who hath called you 
unto his Kingdom and Glory. With what 
Propriety, and pleaſing Self-conſciouſneſs 
might he have appealed unto you in the 
affecting and ſolemn Speech, which the 


the great Apoſtle St. Paul addreſſed to 
. the 


[ 26. } 
the Elders of the Church at Epbeſus *? 
Ye know from the firſt Day that I came 
among you, after what manner I have been 
with you at all Seaſons, ſerving the Lord 
with all Humility of Mind and with many 
Tears and Temptations ; and how I kept back 
nothing that was profitable unto yon, but have 
ſhewwed you, and have taught you publickly, 
and from Houſe to Houſe, teſtifying Repen- 
tance toward God, and Faith toward our 
Lord Feſus Chriſt; for I have not ſhunned to 
declare unto you all the Counſel of God. His 
Heart was in his Work; it was the de- 
lightful Buſineſs of his Life to glorify his 
heavenly Father, and Honor the great 
Redeemer by promoting the Intereſts of 
pure and undefiled Religion, and the Good 
of immortal Souls; and by an uniform 

Courſe of exemplary Piety, Holineſs, Pa- 
tience, and Charity, he approved himſelf 
to God, and to the Conſciences of Men. 
Conſider then his Labor of Love, his Fi- 
delity and Zeal, and all the Virtues both of 
his religious and ſocial Character, as the 
Sources of ſo many Bleſſings to himſelf; 
and endeayour 'to expreſs your grateful 
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Senſe of his excellent Services, by teſtify- 
ing to the World that his Labors among 
you have not been in vain. And let your 
Converſation in all Things be as it becometh 
the Goſpel of Chriſt, that you may be his 
Fo and Crown of rejoicing in tbe great 
Day of the Lord. 

os Regard for you, and Solicitude for 
your Happineſs continued to the laſt. The 
Tenderneſs of conjugal Affection, the 
Bowels of the Father, and the Feelings 


of the parental Heart, and other Ties of 


Conſanguinity did not limit the Benevo- 
lence of his Soul, or ſo engroſs his 
Thoughts, as to render him unmindful of 
you, or unconcerned for your Welfare. 
He hath left behind him a Letter to his 
Children, which he directed ſhould. not 


be delivered to them till after his Death. 
The Concluſion of it ſhews, how dear you 


were unto him, and as it contains a dying 
Admonition unto you, I have Permiſſion 
to tranſcribe it for your Profit; for by it, 


he being dead, yet ſpeaketh, *©* While 1 
* am thus addreſſing myſelf to you, my 


te dear Children, my Thoughts ſuddenly 
be enlarge, and I am prompted to include 
jn that Title, the loving and beloved little 

D 2 « Flock 


[28 } 
Flock to whom I have miniſter'd thro? 
te the Courſe of many Years, in the Goſ- 
te pel of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt ; ſo many, | 
ce that a great Part of them may with 
ce Propriety, come under the endearing 
© Denomination. What I have wrote 
may poſſibly fall within the Notice! of 
©© ſome of them, I take this Opportu- 
<« nity of tendering to them my ſincere 
Thanks for all their uninterrupted Kind- 
© neſſes to me and mine, whereby my 
“Life and Labors have been rendered | 
© comfortable among them. I have al- 
« ways had their ſpiritual Welfare near at 
«© my Heart. Diviſions will every Way 
** prove fatal to it, and eſpecially in fo 
© {mall a Society: Therefore my depart- 
* ing Prayer and Exhortation are in the 
Words of the blefſed Apoſtle, Finally, 
** Brethren, farewell; be perfect, be of good 
Comfort, be of one Mind, live in Peace, 
and the God of Love and Peace ſhall be 
e with you *.” | 
Particularly let me exhort thoſe of you 
who ſtood in a yet nearer Relation to him, 
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Note, The Author knew nothing of the Paper 

above referred to, when the Sermon was preach'd, 

which was the Reaſon that it was not then deliver'd. 


to 
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to moderate your Sorrow for him, by a 
Regard to, his preſent Circumſtances, 
mourn not, my dear Friends, as thoſe with- 
out Hope, he is gone into a better World, 
and tho' removed from you for a little time, 
yet by the Practice of the ſame Virtues 
which ſo eminently adorned his Character, 
you may be aſſured of a future Introduc- 
tion into his Company, when you ſhall 
commence an eternal Friendſhip with him, 
never to be ſeperated more, a Friendſhip 

liable to no Interruptions. 
Eſpecially my young Friends, as you 
would apply theſe comfortable Reflections 


to yourſelves, let me exhort you to make 


this virtuous Improyement. You have loſt 
a moſt tender and indulgent Parent, but 
let not his Counſels and Inſtructions be 
loſt upon you; treaſure them up in your 
Hearts, and let them influence every Action 
of your Lives. The Eyes of the World 
are fixed upon you, and from you Men 


will naturally expect an Improvement pro- 


portionable to your great Advantages; O 
let not their rational Expectations be diſ- 
appointed; but by your Advancement in 
all the Graces of the chriſtian Temper, 
ſhew them that you are not unmindful of 

| the 
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the amiable Example which hath been 
always fet you, nor unworthy the venera- 
ble Stock from hence you ſprung. 

And now my Brethren, permit me to 
befpeak your tender Sympathy, whilft I 
lament the greatneſs of my Loſs, by the 
Death of your beloved Paſtor. For a few 
Years, as a Son with the Father, I have 
ſerved with him in the Goſpel, and a 
Father he was indeed, worthy of being 
honoured as the Guide of my Youth, 
whoſe Counſels were dictated equally by 
Wiſdom and Affection. 

A full Heart would willingly expreſs its 
Veneration, its Love and Gratitude, for a 
thouſand Virtues and friendly Actions. 
But though I am reſtrained from paying 
this grateful Tribute to his Memory, no- 
thing can prevent or alter my Senſe of the 
8 and Love which I fo juſtly owe 

it 

And as I am now left alone in the Pa- 
ſtoral Office, I Humbly truſt in the Con- 
tinuance of your favourable Indulgence 
and Candor toward me, and your fervent 
Prayers to the God of all Grace, that my 
ports but ſincere and honeſt Labors may 
de crown 'd with Succeſs ; that I may ob- 
| | rann 


tain; Mercy of the Lord to be found faithful, 
and may at. laſt. finiſh. my Courſe with Jay, 
and the Miniſtry aphich I have received of the 
Lord Jeſus, ta teſtify, the. Goſpel of the Grace 
of Ged. | 3 

And let me exhort you to give your 
Attendance on the ſolemn Exerciſes of Re- 
ligion; forſake not the aſſembling of your- 
ſelves together as the manner of ſome is, 
a manner, that muſt be diſcouraging to 
ſuch as miniſter in ſacred Things, and will 
prove very hurtful to yourſelves. And 
bring into the Temple of God, Hearts 
prepared to receive the Truth in the Love 
of it; and above all, ſtudy to practice ac- 
cording to the Directions given you, and 
ſhew in your Lives that you have not re- 
ceived the Grace of God in vain; but 
grow in Grace, and in the Knowledge of o 

Lord Jeſus Chriſt, and let the Peace of God 
rule in your Hearts, to which ye are called 
in one Body: Be of one Heart in thoſe Mat- 
ters which concern your Salvation; and 
T pray God, that your Love may abound yet 
more and more in Knowledge, and in all 
Judgment; that ye may approve Things that 
are excellent, that ye may be fincere and 
without Offence till the Day of Chriſt, being 
filled 


filled with the Fruits of Righteouſneſs, which 


13540 


are by Jeſus Chriſt, unto the Glory and Praiſe 
of God : That fo your Hearts may be eſta- 
bliſhed unblameable in Holineſs before God, 
even our Father, at the Coming of Our Lord 
Jeſus N with all his Saints. 


